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February 4, 2022 

Dear TSD Families, 

Happy February!  

As I am sure you could imagine, we have heard many voices on both sides of the mask debate, 
both over the past many months as well as since Wednesday’s announcement by Public Health 
that they will release the county mask mandate on February 9.  I will reiterate that the school 
district’s primary goals throughout the pandemic related to all aspects including masks are (in no 
particular order): (1) maximize in-person learning for students; (2) provide the highest quality 
education for students; (3) maintain safety for our students, staff, and their families.   

We have worked closely with SMC Public Health throughout the pandemic, and continue to trust 
the decisions that Public Health makes.  Based on their decision to release the mask mandate 
across the county, the district also plans to allow masks to be optional starting on February 9, 
while we continue to monitor the situation moving forward.  However, I will also note that while 
the release of the mandate does make masks optional, officials continue to strongly recommend 
well-fitting, high-quality masks be worn in public indoor spaces.  Additionally, if an individual tests 
positive for covid and returns to school after 5 days onset of symptoms, they must wear a mask 
for 5 additional days. This is due to the fact 30-50% of people are still infectious after day 5 but 
mask use mitigates the risk of transmission. If they are unable to wear a mask, they need to isolate 
for the full 10 days and not attend school in person.  Overall, Public Health is still following the 
CDC guidelines for isolation and quarantine, as well as CDPHE's practical guide for school 
operations.  Please not that federal law still requires masks on all public transportation including 
our school buses. 

I will also ask you to understand that we have many staff (and students) who have vulnerable 
family and household members, due to age, co-morbidities, etc., and these people have 
legitimate reasons to have concerns regarding masking.  I would hope that if a particular 
teacher asks that students mask in their room for reasons like this, that students (and parents) 
would give that request serious consideration.  I have no desire to force power struggles on this 
issue, but hope we can all continue to operate with the level of respect and dignity that we have 
throughout this pandemic. 

 
Thank you, 
John Pandolfo 
Superintendent 
jpandolfo@telluride.k12.co.us 
970-369-1213 
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