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May 22, 2021 

Dear TSD Families, 

With our high school graduation only a few hours away, I find myself reflecting on many things. As we 

struggled this morning with the decision about whether to move graduation indoors or take a 

chance on the weather and stay outdoors, with all the associated texts, phone calls, re-reading of 

guidance, and looping in Public Health, I had to laugh about how this mirrors our year.  We have 

made so many decisions this way, always treading on new ground, always wondering if it is the right 

decision, always thinking someone will not be happy, but always knowing we are doing our best and 

everything will be okay in the end.  In addition to the excitement of dealing with graduation, we also 

had one positive test result from Thursday’s student testing, so we once again jumped into auto-pilot 

as we completed the drill:  reviewing seating charts, measuring distances between desks, creating 

contact tracing lists, talking to Public Health (again!), and delivering the sad news to families that 

students will need to miss their final week of school.  This all on a Saturday morning (and Friday 

evening).  It is all really hard; but this is what we are committed to doing to run our schools and 

provide the best experience for our students, and we wouldn’t have it any other way. 

The heroes of this year are the students, for having the resilience and perseverance to make it 

through maybe the strangest school year ever.  The heroes are the teachers, for figuring out how to 

teach students who were here and weren’t here, with smiles (and masks) on their faces, in spite of 

how hard and scary it was.  The heroes are the support staff, for stepping up and doing whatever 

they were asked to support students, families, and colleagues.  The heroes are the administrators, for 

showing up every day and literally working around the clock, and for being the backbone to keep 

our system strong.  And the heroes are the Board of Education, the families, and the community for 

providing support and encouragement, and for trusting us to do our jobs with the most critical 

resource of this community, our children! 

We will move on from today and this year stronger, happier, and wiser from the experience.  We still 

have one week of school for our underclassmen.  We have a rescheduled Field Day for TIS.  We have 

Kindergarten Graduation for TES.  We have many unanswered questions for next school year, but we 

know we will figure it out as we strive to “get back to normal” (whatever that really means).  Here are 

a few of the things we do and don’t know: 

• Many questions have come about mask requirements, with changing guidance and 

ordinances.   

o It is very clear that at this point masks are still a requirement for school-related 

activities. 

http://www.tellurideschool.org/


o It is also very clear that much will change before next school year, so it makes 

no sense to look that far ahead and say right now that we will or will not be 

wearing masks next year.  That decision will be made as we approach the start 

of school, based on guidance and requirements then.   

o For our district summer school, we will still be wearing masks. 

o For those organizations that use our facilities over the summer, we will require 

them to follow appropriate guidance based on the category of activity they fall 

into, as many are not “school” organizations and activities. 

o For our summer contractors, during “school hours” they will need to follow school 

protocols, and outside of “school hours” they will follow applicable guidance. 

• As the state is still refining guidance and requirements related to remote learning for 

next year, we do not know what remote learning options will be offered in our 

district.  We do know that our goal is to have every student here learning in person, as 

much as possible. 

• We do not know how quarantine requirements will change for next school year, but 

sincerely hope and believe that if they change they will be become less stringent. 

• We do not know whether transportation restrictions will loosen up, allowing us to return 

to normal capacity on our buses, but we will continue to monitor guidance and 

requirements as the school year approaches.   

This fall two seats are up for election on our Board of Education.   To see the 2021 School Director 

Election Timeline, click here.  At the upcoming June 15 Board of Education meeting, an informational 

session will be held for anyone considering running for a seat in the November election. 

To view our district and county COVID metrics, go to (http://tellurideschool.org/covid-19) and SMC 

metrics.   

It was forty years ago that I had my own high school graduation.  While I remember it like it was 

yesterday, I am also amazed when I think of everything that has happened in the world since then.  I 

never would have imagined at that time that I would be involved in dozens more high school 

graduations.  It always makes me nostalgic, and it always gives me hope for our world.  I have been 

so inspired these past several days by the incredible Telluride graduating seniors and what power 

they have to make our world a better place.  It makes me thankful and proud to be part of this 

community. 

Gratefully, 

 

John Pandolfo 

Superintendent 

jpandolfo@telluride.k12.co.us 

970-369-1213 
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