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March 21, 2021 

Dear TSD Families, 

We continue on with two weeks remaining before our much-needed Spring Break.   With CMAS 
administration in grades 3-8 starting this week, it will certainly make the next two weeks busy at many 
grade levels.  I hope everyone has the best possible two weeks leading up to break, and an even 
better two weeks for break itself.  While my perspective may be different because I have not been 
able to ski this season, it kind of feels like the mountain just opened, and now it is closing soon. 

Our school and community metrics from the past week continue to look very good. We had zero 
positive results from 289 in-district tests, and no positive results reported for students from county 
testing (For our latest COVID metrics and testing schedule, please go to: 
http://tellurideschool.org/covid-19. We will continue to move forward with our plan to discontinue 
hybrid instruction for grades 7-12 after Spring Break.  Sara Kimble will be sending out a survey to all 
TMHS students and parents to indicate their preference for 100% in-person, or 100% remote.  In the 
meantime, any student who wants to be in-person 4 days every week should reach out to Sara, as 
we have been bringing in more students every week.  As always, we will continue to monitor metrics 
and need to be prepared to go remote at any time. 

As I know there have been several questions around this plan, I am providing some explanation and 
links to many resources below.  Changes in guidance, new studies, and additional information 
provided below may help answer questions people have: 

1. A report was released on March 10 following a large-scale scientific study in Massachusetts 
which showed that for schools with adequate layers of safety measures in place, 3-foot 
distancing between student desks resulted in no additional COVID spread than 6-foot 
distancing.   

o https://academic.oup.com/cid/advance-
article/doi/10.1093/cid/ciab230/6167856?searchresult=1 

2. Following the release of this report, on March 19 the CDC released revised guidelines allowing 
for 3-foot distancing, even in upper grades, provided adequate safety measures are in place 
and community transmission rates are not high. While many articles were quickly written 
following the release of these new guidelines, some were inaccurate in their reporting, so the 
CDC guidelines themselves are the best place to go for accurate information.  The relevant 
section stating the 3-foot allowance can be found on page 3:  

o https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/operation-
strategy.html 

3. One of the major concerns across the country throughout the pandemic has been adequate 
ventilation.  While we believe we have been in a good place regarding ventilation, the 



interactive graphic recently released from the New York Times shows how open windows 
improve ventilation that much more.  With warmer weather coming, we will be able to make 
use of this information:  

o https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2021/02/26/science/reopen-schools-safety-
ventilation.html?referringSource=articleShare 

4. I have heard the question raised regarding why we don’t just continue in our current “hybrid” 
mode of operation at grades 7-12, since we are so close to the end of the school year.  We 
have stated since last summer our goal has always been to safely maximize in-person 
instruction for students.  We are now confident that we can safely have full in-person 
instruction with less than 6-foot distancing.  The article below speaks to the continued 
concerns about student well-being, and maximizing in-person instruction is the best way to 
address the issues raised.  

o https://www.edweek.org/leadership/remote-learning-erodes-students-well-being-cdc-
parent-survey-
suggests/2021/03?utm_source=nl&utm_medium=eml&utm_campaign=eu&M=59905712
&U=&UUID=813c7a4f3dedcc8f41985c0cba3c2a37 

5. Many questions have come up all year long related to travel, and the risks that travel poses to 
spread in our community.  The slide below from the SMC Public Health Forum on February 9 
shows that travel accounts for only 7% of the COVID cases in our community, significantly less 
than any other category. This supports our decision not to have any “down period” after April 
Break due to concerns about staff or families traveling. 

 

I hope this information helps, even though I understand it will not alleviate all concerns for everyone. 

CMAS Update:  TIS and TMS will begin CMAS testing this week.  The TIS and TMHS Principals will continue 
to send out communication specific to test administration in their respective buildings.  While the state 
is sending the waiver to the US Department of Education for reduced testing, we are still moving 
forward with our plan as described in recent weeks. 



It is encouraging to hear more and more talk about moving back toward pre-pandemic “normal”, 
whether it be summer festival plans, easing restrictions on our local businesses, or getting more 
students back into school.  Moving past the Spring Equinox, with longer days, more light in the 
evening to see our beautiful surroundings, more birds chirping, and outside athletic events also goes 
a long way.  With that said, our esteemed Public Health Director Grace Franklin would remind us that 
“We’re not out of the woods yet!”, so please continue to act safely and follow the five commitments 
as we move closer to that light at the end of the tunnel. 

With warmest regards, 

John Pandolfo 
Superintendent 
jpandolfo@telluride.k12.co.us 
970-369-1213 

  

 

 


